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The Bulls Head

Mottram St Andrew

The Bull's Head is a classic pub restaurant situated on the Wilmslow Rd in Mottram St Andrew,
just a few miles from neighbouring Prestbury, Wilmslow and Alderley Edge.

With open fires, bookcases, good old furniture, prints, rugs and oak floors, with a lighter touch of
plenty of plants, flowers and large outdoor sun terrace.
The Bull's Head has returned to its roots as a traditional country pub.

Our menu has a spine of freshly prepared, classic British dishes complimented by
more exotic influences from other parts of the world - Modern British Cookery.
Our wine list has about 50 carefully chosen wines from all over the world, with plenty
of choice of wines by the glass. You will also find available 5 cask ales and an impressive

array of 50 Whiskeys to temp the tast buds.

Good Pub Guide2014,2015,2016,2017
Good Pub Guide - New pub of the year2014

Opening times:

Day Open Food served
Monday 10:30am - 11pm 12noon - 10pm
Tuesday 10:30am - 11pm 12noon - 10pm
Wednesday 10:30am - 11pm 12noon - 10pm
Thursday 10:30am - 11pm 12noon - 10pm
Friday 10:30am - 11pm 12noon - 10pm
Saturday 10:30am - 11pm 12noon - 10pm

Sunday 10:30am - 10:30pm 12noon - 9:30pm
Brunch served on sunday mornings 9am - 11.30am

The Bulls Head, Wilmslow Road, Mottram St Andrew, SK10 4QH
Tel: 01625 828 111

Email: bulls.head@brunningandprice.co.uk

Web: www.bullshead-mottram.co.uk
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Get ready for the cold snap folks, rather
preferring it to all the rain though!
Nothing quiet beats a fresh frosty
morning walk to put a little glow in your
cheeks.

2018 sure has started at a fast and
furious pace for me but not complaining.
Looking forward to whatever exciting
projects that come my way this year.

My head is already dreaming of exotic
holidays and the prospect of maybe
escaping somewhere hot this year and
taking some time out. It will be Easter
before we know it and | am right in
thinking May warmed up nicely last year!
| am bracing myself for this cold snap
and possibly snow in April

Thank you to all that continue to write
articles for the Mercury and to those who
have made a big effort in adding some
stimulating content to our community
read this month . Gillian Hillary shared
an extract from the past legend Beth
Gardom'’s diary giving us an insight into
village life in 1986, | hope that you enjoy
reading it.

We have a new article from lan wright
which he has kindly offered to continue
with in  future issues “The untidy
gardener” kindly  sharing  his
horticultural knowledge and again we
have another poem for poets corner. All
this makes our magazine a little more
interesting so if anyone would like to
contribute by writing an article please do
feel free to email me at
gander@goosegreenfarm.com

Here comes the snow this morning.
Had a glorious walk with my dog Riley.
Time for all you fun seekers to get the
sledges out and build some snowmen.
Why not send me some pics for me to
include in next months Mercury. Let's
see how creative you can all be, shall
we. Enjoy the snow but wrap up warm.

You can keep up to date with up &
coming event via our village website so
please take a look & check out what is
going on .

We are looking for a new editor of the
Mercury if any one fancies a challenge.
My life has just got far too busy and
constantly trying to squeeze too much
into too few hours of the day.

You can also keep up to date with up &
coming event via our village website so
please take a look & check it out
www.mottramstandrew.com

Front cover image First signs of life - Photo taken by lan Wright.
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arish Council Chairman’s Report

By Bill Pilkington

| hope that all of you have had a good
Christmas and are looking forward to
better weather.

During the last few months your Parish
Council has been responding to various
consultations issued by Cheshire East as
well as commenting on numerous
planning applications.

We objected to the proposed cuts to
community transport, the proposed cuts
to school transport and made comments
on Cheshire East's pre budget
consultation.

We also raised our concerns over the
proposed cuts to community transport at
the annual general meeting of the
Cheshire Association of Local Councils
and they have supported our concerns
and have raised them with Rachel Bailey
at Cheshire East.

| hope that those of you with school age
children responded to the proposed cuts
to school transport as | recommended
that you did. A decision is still awaited.

Those of you who use public transport
will have noticed that the 130 bus
service provided by Arriva from
Macclesfield to Manchester has already
been reduced as part of the budget cuts
from a half hourly service to hourly.
However D&G bus will be providing an
hourly service along the same route of
the 130 service between Macclesfield
and Handforth Dean shopping centre
which could be beneficial and therefore
continue to provide a half hourly service
between Macclesfield and Wilmslow.

We raised our objections over the
proposed cuts to highway maintenance
in the Cheshire East pre budget
consultation which would see a
reduction in gully emptying, gritting of
roads in the winter etc. to save £1.5
million spread over three years.

In examining the Cheshire East pre
budget consultation document we noted
that there is a proposed 4.99% increase
in Council Tax for the financial year
2018/19 and that further increases will
occur in 2019/20 and 2020/21. The
main reason for the increase is to
support those residents who are
receiving care and to provide additional
funding in support of adult social care.
Cheshire East state that they will always
prioritise services for vulnerable people
despite the financial challenges.

Cheshire East’s key priorities are stated
as being welfare, education, health and
employment.

Cheshire East have also included £1.5
million in their budget to support
investment in the Crewe railway station
area to take advantage of the perceived
benefits that HS2 will bring to Cheshire
East. It is proposed that HS2 will use the
existing railway station at Crewe which
will make it better as a rail interchange
whereas the proposed Manchester
Airport station will be located adjacent to
junction 6 on the M56 and therefore not
at the existing railway station. We are
also aware that the Government has
requested HS2 to examine operating an
hourly HS2 service from Macclesfield
calling at Stoke and Stafford. No
costings or time savings have been
provided. The proposal is for one HS2
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train that is 200 metres long to replace
the existing longer Pendolino trains.
Currently there is one Pendolino from
Macclesfiled calling at Stoke, an extra
one form Stoke and one form Stafford
every hour. Therefore if implemented
there could be some overcrowding on
the proposed HS2 service from
Macclesfield.

There are also proposals to close three
local libraries at Alderley Edge, Prestbury
and Disley to achieve £150,000 saving
over the next three years. Our mobile
library seems to have escaped the cuts
but if we want it retained we need to
increase the numbers using it.

The 120 page pre budget document is
available on the Cheshire East web site
if you want more information.

We have been made aware that
Cheshire East has £5.4 million funding
available to boost rural businesses that
can be applied for by local businesses by
contacting
business@skillsandgrowth.co.uk or by
telephone 0300 123 5001. The grant
can also be used for sourcing faster
broadband connectivity through a
£600,000 voucher scheme worth up to
£4,000 per property.

We are also aware that Manchester
Airport has a Community Trust Fund that
can award grants to a maximum of
£3,000. To be successful a group must
comply with various conditions. Your
Parish Council has been considering
applying for a grant if a suitable project
can be found. The Parish Council would
be interested to hear of any ideas that
can be examined at a future Parish

Council meeting or at the Annual Village

Meeting on Monday 23rd April in the
Village Hall commencing at 7 pm. All
residents are encouraged to attend as
this meeting gives you the residents the
opportunity to raise any concerns.

Some of you may have noticed that BT
Open Reach have been working on
Wilmslow Road installing ducts for fibre
broadband so hopefully things are
looking up for those who unable to take
advantage of the broadband facility
provided by Vispa.

| look forward to seeing many of you at
future Parish Council meetings and the
Annual Village meeting.
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WWW.MDAVENPORTBUILDERS.CO.UK

AVENPORT BUILDERS LIMITED

Quality builder with
over 30 years
experience

M.Davenport Builders Ltd began as a small joinery firm in
1977, founded by Mark Davenport.

It is now one of the most respected independent building
firms in the Stockport and Cheshire areas.

With over 20 full-time experienced employees and a fleet of
company owned vehicles, all clients can be assured of
quality workmanship and the utmost professionalism
throughout the duration of their job. All sites are overseen
daily by Mark and his business partner Jon, who are on call
whenever a client needs them.

M.Davenport Builders Ltd has been a member of the
National House-Building Council (NHBC) for over 20 years.
The NHBC is the leading standards setter for UK house-
building, which established an approved housebuilder
register - of which we are proud to be a member.

For any enquiries, please get in touch with Mark

0161 439 4051

Services

* House building

* Extensions

* Large-scale alterations
» Conservatories

* Spas and Swimming pools
* Re-roofing

* Driveways

* Outhouses

* Garages

* Porches

* Landscaping

N!ABC

:

mark@mdavenportbuilders.co.uk

www.mdavenportbuilders.co.uk



BARRY A. WICKS

Intenor and Extenor Painter
and Decorator

Contract Work Undenaken
Free Estimates

01260 270714 / 07769 681252

12 Swaledale Avenue, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2BY

Peter R Preston

Electrical Contractors

Tel 01625 421763
Mob: 07836 528468
| Local, trustworthy and reliable
N = EREE With over 36 years experience
APPROVED FULLY INSUREP
CONTRACTOR www.peterrprestonelectrical.co.uk

GREENBANK VACCINATION AND NEUTERING CLINIC
www.greenbankvets.co.uk

We continue to offer discounted vaccinations, neutering and
dentistry for dogs, cats and rabbits

We are also a complete first opinion practice 6?2?'2’;@%2-;%
offering medical and surgical consultations - 161 428 5200
please see our website for prices and more OUT OF HOURS
information. EMERGENCIES

Brook House, 2-4 Northenden Rd, Gatley, Cheadle SK8 4DN égﬁ%%;g?




ethodist Church

By lan Wright

Our Christmas services which took us
through to the end of 2017 began early
with a Christmas Tree Festival at the end
of November. As this was a ‘first’ for the
chapel it was difficult to say whether this
was a good plan or not. However, we
need not have worried as it exceeded
expectation and was a very successful
venture. We could not have done it on
our own however, so great thanks are
due to all those who took the time and
trouble to take part, whether putting in a
tree or helping decorate the chapel or
supporting the event in any other way.
Particular thanks to members of the
Over Alderley Brass Band who played for
us on the Saturday afternoon and for
David Ricketts who played the organ for
our ‘Carols among the trees’ on the
Sunday.
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A week or so later as the lead up to
Christmas continued, members of the
Macclesfield Salvation Army Band spent
an enjoyable evening with us as we
shared carols, thoughts and prayers with
their entertaining humour as evident as
always. During the year we have
continued to fill and re-ill the box of
foodstuffs for their food distribution
initiative and a special collection of food
items, generously added to by members
of the WI enabled us to send a
substantial quantity to help boost their
supply ready for their increased
seasonal demand. Following on we are
pleased to report all our Christmas
services were well supported and it was
good to see so many people in chapel on
these occasions. It was particularly good
to see the children from the Primary
Academy once again using the chapel
for some of their seasonal events and to
be able to share the special atmosphere
the space evokes with a younger
generation.

The year turned and we celebrated our
Covenant Service early in January with
Rev Alan Mimmack leading the service
as Rev Sue Swires was suddenly struck
down with the dreaded Flu and was
unable to lead us on that occasion.
Pleased to say she is recovering from
this and was back to lead the 124th
Anniversary Service later in the month.
Sunday services continue to be held at
9.30pm each week and it may perhaps,
be timely here to tweak a common
phrase and say ‘church is not open just
for Christmas’. The decorations may
have gone but the spirit of God remains
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as a constant and we are always pleased
to welcome new faces to share worship
with us whatever the time of year!

During the week the ‘Crafty Club’
continues into the New Year, with
meetings held on the second and
fourth Tuesdays each month from
10am to 12noon with their next
gatherings on Tuesday 13th February
and Thursday 27t February and
onwards. A wide range of crafts are
represented and as with all our ventures
new participants are always welcome.
Some evening sessions are planned too
for those who are unable to make it in
the daytime. No dates for these as yet
but they will be happening!

Our Fellowship Group also continues
to meet, usually on the second Thursday
of the month at 1.30pm being led at
present by Will Swires with our next
meeting planned for 15t February. At
present we are looking at the Psalms; an
ancient collection of prayers, poems and
songs in which every facet of human
emotion can be found. If you want to
complain about the world, feel like
nothing is ever right or better still, seek
to find some peace and tranquillity then
there is something in the Psalms for you,
and an indication that in human life and
society nothing really changes. As the
writer of the book of Ecclesiastes
reminds us ‘There is nothing new under
the sunl’

Having thought about this, the writer who
wrote the latter knew nothing of
manufactured plastic and how in the
future it would pollute the oceans. He
would understand however, that our
species are custodians of the world and
if we do not look after it, it will not look

fter us. As Christians we are particularly
mindful of our responsibilities in this
respect, yet we are all guilty when it
omes to many of the modern issues of
pollution of one sort or another. We can
however all do our bit to reverse the
process small though our efforts might
eem, perhaps being a little more careful
ith the way in which we enrich and
nhance our lives from all the
bundance around us.

aster is early this year, and as we look
head through these next months we
ave two special services preceding this;
ur Ladies Day Service on Sunday
1th March at 9.30am when our
reacher this year will be Rev Sue
wires, and the circuit Ash Wednesday
ervice 14th March at 7.30pm which
alls to Mottram to host on this occasion.
aster Sunday is on 1st April and a
ood day some may think to start a new
onth out in the open with an
cumenical ‘Sonrise’ service on Castle
ock above Alderley Edge at 6am! Our
aster service in the chapel is at the
ore convenient (and civilized), time of
.30am as usual. Well done if you
Imanage both!

an Wright (Secretary)
Tel:01625 583704
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EXTRACTS FROM BETH GARDOM'’S DIARY - 1986 (shared by Jill Hillary)

Beth Gardom lived in Mottram for over 50 years with her husband Reg and both
emerged themselves into village life whether at school, the village hall dances
and club nights, firework events, village fetes etc. I thought it was worth sharing
a few extracts from her diaries as there’ll be many of you who remember her as
the formidable village school teacher and others who, even if never met her, will
be interested in the social history element.

1986
Saturday 22 Februowy

Never above freeging point all week, usually -3 during daylight and, -8
at night - but we hawe had some lovely sunshine. The blackbirds are
eating uy out of house and home - we have 12!

Trevor Kennerley's 21 (travel rug for him). It was a very enjoyable
evening. They did himva “Thiy isYour Life” - and he made ar excellent
speech of thanks:

Satuwrday 1 Mowch

Joe Adshead 21+ (luggage for him). The disco- was very noisy, but I
think everyone enjoyed it.

Friday 21 Mawchv

Watched the Treasure Hunt (Cheshirve) programwme; but they did not
show our house: It covered Prestbury, Capesthorne; Tattow and Styal.
They do- not stay long enough withe the helicopter shots. It would be
lovely to-go-up invavhelicopter. Reg went for atrip once; fromthe Gaume
Fair. I wish they would repeat those lovely “Birds Eye View”
progranumes;, instead of the absolute rubbishv that seems to- fill the
screenv some weeks.

Satwrday 5 Apri

Looked at o new Volvo- - only looked! The new model has a sunshine
roof and a half and half back seat arrangement and the car is wider.
Apparently we couwld have those stupid electric windows alterved -
certaindy would like to-have that done.

Monday 21 April

The Queenw was 60 today. It was most moving to see the many
thowsands of childvenw fillling the Mall;, and the Palace Yowrd, and
singing to-the Queen. Every child carried two-bunches of daffodils - it
way easy to-see that the Queen was touched as they waved, shouted ands
sang. It rained of course! What av year this has beewv so-four.

Johw Holland’'s cowr stolenw during the night. Also- school broken into- -
took computer, video-etc. (Johw's cawr found abandoned two-dayslater.)

Thawsday 24 Apri
The chimmney was onw fire again tonight and the pot exploded.
The bottom paut bombed the roof and has brokenw av nuumber of
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slates and made o hole through. Reg was out - of course. Mew are !
always missing when needed. 1

Saturdoay 28 June

Reg seems determined to-have avnew cow, and we are going for atrial
ruw today (his bivthday). I did not especially like the new Volvo-
except for the sunshine roof. It would be ridiculows to-pay out £5,000
Just to- get av sunshine roof, but Reg assuves me that theve are other
good points. The roof seemed low, but therve iy o lot move leg room. If
h we had one; I think we would choose gold. i

Satuwr 5

The cow is ovdered for 1 August. Gold: The window switch is being
altered for me - I HOPE! Owr first trip wil be doww to- Notgrove for o
week or tewv days. We need to-be busy getting the caravaw ready for
that - there iy quite o lot for Reg to-do-

] Wimbledow has not beew very exicting really. I did not feel as
i nwolved as usual.

i Monday 7 - Satuwrdayy 12 July

T've hardly seexv Reg this week because of bowly and the village fete.
It rained all night (Friday) and there was steady heavy drigzle until
1200 on Satwrday. After that we had o pleasant but cloudy day ands
the fete went very well: Reg and I ranthe SpinBottle and made about
£25. Fete made £500+.

M 14

Have heard that both Ministry of Education and DHSS Pensions have
beew increased so-I aum now eawrning move than whew I was working!
Feel suwre that the Tax Office will soonw realige this and stouwt to-take it
from me.

Tt 22 :
Ian Wright to-be Clerk to-the Parish Council after Dovothy Seymour. |
Wednesday 23 July

1 Wedding of Prince Andrew, now Duke of York.

I watched the Royal Wedding, of cowse: I do enjoy pageantry,
| especially the Howsehold Cavalry. The dress was o success but I |
thought the train was four too-long - it detracted from the religious |
cevemony to-seepeople rushing out to-fuss over it. What avlovely smike
he gave her as she approached hin invthe Abbey.

Friday 1 August

Collected new car - D330 HVR, very nice. It pwry along very nicely
and, it i avtreat to-have the sunshine roof. I have got o switch for my
cor window and anmv very pleased about that. Butthere iy nowheve for
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Iw spite of it being new, it pulled the vawv down to- Notgrove withv ease:
Reg is enjoying hawing an automatic agai.
Sunday 5 October

Mrs Broadhwrst died this week; what o chawacter she was. We thought
the notice of deathv was so-exactly right.

“BROADHURST - October 5 1986, inv hospital and of 6 Alderley Road,
Mottram St Andrew. Doris, aged 88, a rawe and indestructible spirit
radiating love and joy; adored wife of the late Thomas Willicvm and
beloved mother of Ruthv and Jean. Funeral sevvice at Mottraw St
Andrew Methodist Chapel ow Friday October 10, at 11.15 am”

Friday 10 October

I enjoyed the school harvest sevvices and it iy naughty of me to- feel
pleased that they didwt do- as well as they used to- for me and Fiona
(Pouss). Fionay, by the way, had a baby boy recently.

Monday 13 October

School was brokenw into- during weekend. Youths suspected and cider
stolen from village hall.

Something will hawve to- be done about the Village Hall key as “y 7
have beew entering and have got into-the old baw and stolew cider, for
a second time.

Satwrday 22 November
Kennerley’s 250 wedding anniversary. Bought thew av big Portmeriow

flan dish. We had a good time at their silver wedding party and o good
meald,

Monday 22 December

Club-Draw - I'mvnot suwre how nmuch Reg had spent o dvaw chances but
we collected over £70 worthvof priges so-I reckovnw we made o profit.

Wednesday 31 Decemlber

New Year’s Eve Dance at vilage hall. A good do-. Goodbye 1986.
In suwmmany

Not a bad yeaw really for the Gardoms.

High spoty - Beth - the sunny week inv Fowey (September)

Reg - didw't choose

Low levels - Bethv - chimmney blowout (April) and storms inthe cowavony
(May and October)

Reg - didw't choose:

I hawe so- much enjoyed writing inthis diowy and looking back over the
year.

What apity I didw't stowt doing it many years ago-
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Notes from an untidy garden

Our garden is fairly natural which makes me a natural gardener | suppose! If something
grows I'm happy for the most part to let it, and many of the flowering plants which grace
our garden are native species or wild flowers, ‘self sowed’ in some way or another. My main
aim, | often say, is to keep the brambles off the lawn; no mean feat when they seem
capable of growing ten feet in a season! The rest, with a little assistance at times, is largely
left to fend for itself. (Then there is the lvy of course, but more of that another time!). As we
start the year its spring bulbs we think of and try to forget the weeds.

One of the first to flower is the Snowdrop, a favourite of many and with a surprising number
of varieties for the enthusiast. Though we have three or four varieties in the garden the
most numerous by far is the common Galanthus nivalis which is widespread throughout
Europe and possibly an original native wild species. These were in the garden when we
took it over and are now everywhere thanks to lifting them and splitting the clumps which
is probably best done as they are dying back after flowering. More surprising are the
crocus, some of which have arrived unannounced though | have planted others. Where the
early light purple ones came from | don’t know but one year there were a couple of flowers
and now there is quite a clump. Perhaps a bird or a mouse brought them, but whatever way
they arrived | was pleased to see them and allow them a space in the border where they
are thriving.

These latter are beginning to show through the ground but it is the snowdrop Galanthus
atkinsii which is leading the race to spring with the first flowers of this tall and majestic
variety showing colour at Christmas. This again has increased its presence with a little help
from the gardener. Originally there was one bulb (Well | did pay a pound for it a few years
ago when a pound was a pound!), but this too has thrived with little or no attention and
what a lot of pleasure seeing them brings. A pound well spent | might say!

Next up may be the smaller iris such as Iris reticulata or one of its many varieties, the
originals hailing from regions around the North and West of Iran, Iraq and Turkey. As you
may already be able to tell I'm quite a fan of spring bulbs and they feature quite
prominently in the garden where they are for the most part happy to come up year after
year. | rather like that, and am looking forward to seeing some of my favourites as they
flower again through the coming months.

By lan Wright
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ViL ANRINE TRALCTOIRS

FJ Goodwin
Civil Engineering Contractors

Demolition Bulk / Earthworks / Site Preparations, Site Clearance
and Enabling Works / Foul and Surface Water Drainage Schemes /
New Road Construction and Improvements / Highway
Maintenance Schemes / Reinforced Concrete Substructures,
Foundations and Superstructures / Hard and Soft Landscaping /
Miscellaneous External Works




MERCURY
MAGAZINE

VACANCY

THE PARISH COUNCIL AND VILLAGE HALL
COMMITTEE ARE LOOKING TO APPOINT AN EDITOR
FOR THE MAGAZINE

WE ARE HOPING TO STIMULATE LOCAL INTEREST
IN THE MAGAZINE WHEN A NEW APPOINTMENT IS
MADE.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE ROLE
AND WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT RON TAYLOR 01625
585039 OR BY EMAIL TO
RONTAYLORLLB@GMAIL.COM

STEVE HATTON 590879 OR BY EMAIL TO
STEVEANDKATYH@GMAIL.COM




illage Hall

By Steve Hatton

The Hall continues to be busy providing
a base for many different activities
including

Bridge club, Back Beat Acapella, Indoor
Bowling , Line Dancing, Mottram lJive ,
MusicatMottram, Brownies and Guides,
Parent and Toddler, WI , Wednesday
Club, Bingo , Pilates , Amateur
dramatics , Sensory Playgroup , Yoga
and of course our very friendly Social
Club .

We are pleased with the feedback from
the existing groups about the quality of
the great facility that we have in our
small village , and have seen new
groups arrive because of what we are
able to offer .

We have prepared an electronic
brochure to allow us to approach
potential users , to fill the limited
availability that we still have . This will
hopefully further extend the range of
activities available to the village .

We are also thrilled to welcome Mottram
Academy School who are using the Hall
for their Christmas Fair and their Nativity
play . It has been several years since
they have been able to use the Hall , so
it is particularly pleasing to have them
connected again with the Village Hall .

Steve Hatton Tel: 01625 590879

Music at

OttTalage
L]

Our 2018 programme started with the
amazing Holy Moly and the Crackers who
came to the hall in January . What a night
we had ! The place was jumping by the end
of the night .This energetic 6 piece band
from Newcastle played their hearts out ,
offering a great mix of gypsy/Folk/Rock
and a good deal of humour from their front
man Conrad .

The hall was packed , especially as they
requested a dance area , which filled up
as the night went on . Holy Moly are
touring across Europe this year after the
launch of their new CD, Salem which sold
a lot of copies on the night . We have had
great feedback from those who attended
with a request to get them back as soon as
possible . If we continue M@M into 2019,
we will be sure to try to book them again .
Quotes on mails and Facebook from those
who attended include “ Brilliant night at
the Hall, | have almost worn out the CD |
bought “ , “Thanks for bringing such a
great band to Mottram, more please !

Next up is one of the biggest names in
British Folk and Blues music. Martin
Simpson is universally acclaimed as one
of the finest ever acoustic guitar players .
His solo performances bear witness to an
artist at the very top of his game . The
remarkable , intimate solo performances
Martin gives go from strength to strength -
every gig is a masterclass Martin
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Simpson conveys his diverse treasure
trove of material from the heart ,
performing with rare subtlety , intensity
and honesty . A true master of his art
comes to Mottram .....and at a ticket price
of £14.00 ....significantly lower than you
will pay anywhere else to see an artist of
this quality !

Come along on Saturday 17th February ,
starting at 8.00 pm .

We have already announced the return of
Billy Mitchell , of Lindisfarne fame. Billy
has been our biggest ticket seller to date .
We had 150 packed into the hall in 2016
with requests to bring him back soon ! We
have also announced our Autumn
bookings . We have Martin Carthy and
John Kirkpatrick playing on the 13th
October Martin Carthy , MBE ,is
recognised as one of the most influential
folk singers in British Traditional music .
He emerged as a young talent in the Folk
revival in the 1960"s and is regarded as
Folk royalty in most circles John
Kirkpatrick is a renowned Accordion player
who has played with Steeleye Span, The
Albion band , and Richard Thompson to
name but a very few from the long list. The
pair are touring the UK later this year, and
we are pleased to have grabbed one of the
dates for MusicatMottram. Our final
offering of the year is a local band , whose
music is described as Mancunian
Americana . The Travelling band represent
the younger end of the folk spectrum , with
a driving Indie beat behind a strong folk
tradition . We have an acoustic version of
the band coming to Mottram on the 17th
November 2018 . More to come in later
Mercury editions

Folk music is a broad based musical
spectrum . We try to represent the full
range at MusicatMottram . As the people

who came along to see Holy Moly and The
Crackers last Saturday can confirm
....even if you haven't heard of the band, or
are unsure if the music is for you, the
chances are you will walk away delighted
and have maybe found a new favourite .
We only book top acts, so take a chance
and support our efforts to bring live music
to the village.

Details, further information and on line
booking can be found on our recently
revamped website
www.musicatmottram.com. You can find
YouTube clips , reviews and an on line
ticket booking site

https://www.musicatmottram.com/
Steve and Chris

17



Community - News

MSA walkers

Our first walk of 2018 will be on
Tuesday, 6th February.

Followed by;
Wednesday, 21st February
Thursday, 8th March

= o

Friday, 23rd March = e
R
Tuesday, 10th April e

Let me know if you intend to come as we
do occasionally change times or days if
we do not have enough people able to go.

Contact: Katy Hatton Tel: 01625 590879

Toddler group

The toddler group now has 24 children
on the register. The atmosphere is
friendly and very calm. We meet on the
village hall on Mondays 10.30 to 12
noon.

Contact: Katy Hatton
Tel: 01625 590879

Pilates

Heidi runs a Pilates group in the village
hall on Wednesdays 12.30 - 1p.m. New
members are always welcome.

The first lesson is free.
Contact: Katy Hatton
Tel: 01625 590879

Mvdeﬂ? dﬁﬁ“

Pilates & Finess Insfrucior

Mottram St. Andrew Village Hall
JOSEPH HUBERTUS PILATES

/ BA BYSITTING\

IF YOU NEED A LOCAL BABYSITTER
I'M AVAILABLE TO HELP OUT.
PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL

GEMMA HOLLAND

Qw 950904/07920 usy
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ocial Club

By Mick Shaw

| hope you all had a wonderful time
over the Christmas break and feel
refreshed and ready to face the
challenges of the New Year.

It was lovely to see everyone on
Christmas Day bringing their families
down to the club. Special thanks to
Lucy for running the bar this year.

Forthcoming Events

Next Curry Nights will be Tuesday
27thFebruary (no curried pancakes)
and Tuesday 27th March from
7.30pm. Ensure your name is on the
list by the Tuesday before to avoid
disappointment.

Friday 13th April we are holding a
Mexican night along a similar theme
to the popular curry nights. Names
on the list by Friday 6th April, price £8
per person including your first drink
at the bar. Vegetarian options will be
available.

The Club is open Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday evenings from 8pm and
you would be most welcome to join
us.

Don't forget it is now time to pay your
membership subs of £10 to Sheila
Cavanagh or you can pay over the
Social Club bar.

You will be receiving your annual
AGM invite through the post or by
email over the coming days so please
ensure that Sheila has your current
address or email.

Keep up to date on the website:
www.mottramstandrew.com

ednesday Club

By Joan Williams

We are a fun loving, good bunch of
adventurers so if anyone reading this
would like to join us and are thinking
about it, please just pick up the phone
and call Margaret or Pauline. We would
be pleased to welcome any new comers
to the group.

Contact Pauline Glancy Tel: 01625
262940 / Mob:07731 483022 or
Margaret Potts Tel: 01625 582154
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On site parking

We are a Wilmslow based, family owned Single site practice
veterinary practice specialising in domestic pets. Surgical suite and xray facility
Acupuncture

THE VETS PLACE

VETERINARY CLINIC

|-

; k " ‘f;ﬁl‘ h-.]"
T: 01625 585500 WWW.THEVETSPLACE.COM
CHESTNUT HOUSE UPCAST LANE WILMSLOW CHESHIRE SK9 6EH

Y CLEAN UP
AFTER

e

& Pott Y Fow's Avabmail ciove 4

Mottram St. Andrew
SIS BT  Community Notice
Mottram St Andrew

Tel: 07920 118599

As a community we have a fair amount of peoplle who
are pet owners and love to enjoy walking in the
Surrounding areas of our beautiful village.
Please act responsibly and dlean up after your dog.

BAG IT AND BIN IT
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CHESHIRE CANINE Computer problems?
HYDROTHERAPY CENTRE | FFTS 5 TP

Controlled«aquatic exercise for dogs
recovering from iliness or injury

Pre and post-operative
rehabilitation

Rehabilitation for dogs with mobility
and/or pain restriction as a result of A Paul and Jan A
acute or chronic conditions like y E Truowell N

arthritis . = .

Swimming for weight loss -1 minute

Call the friendly service dedicated
to home & small business users!

in the pogl is the equivalent to a 1 A PROTESSIONAL PARTHERSH IR WITH CVER
mile walk on land! 40 YEARS JOINT EXPERIEMCE SUPPORTING LT.
Building peak cardiovascular fitness Real people offering real help.

for working or competition dogs

Call Sam or Delia f " EEdl)m

01565 621721
umputer services

See what we do, log on to
www.cheshirecaninehydrotherapy.co.uk 01525 26 25 26 feits.co.uk

Need a CHIROPODIST

local Electrician? Christine Lambert
State registered M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch

Call Keith Holland Tel 07967 633371

No Extra Charge for home visits

01625 m 5 Friendly professional advice and treatment on a wide variety of
foot problems including corn and callus removal, Nail cutting,

Veruccae, warts & In-growing toenails
0?880 m‘e Nursing home visits available
\ Day, Evening or weekend appointments
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Primary Academy
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Mottram St. Andrew Primary Academy

H ead Teacher’s Report
By Miss Jean Willerton

Christmas here at Mottram St Andrew
Primary Academy was a special time.
Many of you shared in our celebrations
by attending our Villagers and
Grandparents afternoon. This was
extremely well attended and children
from across school performed for the
huge audience.

We were all very proud of the children in
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
when they performed their amazing
Nativity play, Baubles. They did
incredibly well and it was easy to forget
that the oldest child performing was only
seven and the youngest three. The
singing was exceptionally good, as were
the loud, clear speaking voices. They
even managed to make the audience
laugh. It was a great experience for the
children to perform on stage and it was
obvious that they all enjoyed it.

Our junior children were all involved in
the traditional carol services in the
chapel. The standard for these was
extremely high and we were again very
proud of the children. The singing was
wonderful and a number of children
were brave enough to perform solos. We
were grateful for the use of the
Methodist chapel and to all of the
parents and other relatives who joined
us.

Our PTA, the Friends of MSAPA, have had
an incredible  fundraising  term.
Following on from the success of the
Autumn Ball, the Christmas Fair also
raised a significant amount of money
and was enjoyed by all who attended. A
huge thank you to everyone who
supported this event, particularly to all of
the Friends for giving generously of their
time. We are hoping to use the money
raised to further enhance the IT
resources available for the children, at a
time when school budgets just don’t go
far enough.

This term is racing by and the children
continue to work hard and are immersed
in their new learning. They are
consistently a credit to the school and
everyone who visits comments on their
excellent behaviour and good manners.
We are all looking forward to our annual
Arts Week in February. The theme this
year is ‘Diversity’ and will include a range
of creative activities for all of the children.

Follow us on Twitter
@Mottram_Academy or visit our website
www.mottramacademy.org.uk

22


mailto:sydkennerly@gmail.com.
mailto:sydkennerly@gmail.com.

owling Club

By Phillis Kennerley

May | start by wishing everyone a Happy
New Year both on the green and off.
Hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas
festivities although seams like ages ago
now.

We start to look forward to the Bowling
season which starts at the end of March
and hope everyone is limbering up and
getting as fit as possible for the tough
games ahead.

2017 was a good year with great results
for our teams.

In the Macc league the A team finished
mid table in Div 2. The B team finished
3rd in Div 3 and the C team finished 2nd
in Div 4.

In the Alderley Edge League both teams
gained promotion. The A team up to Div
2 & B team up to Div 3.

The two Vets teams finished mid league
but the B team did very well getting to
the Semi final in the K.O competition.

The  monthly Sunday  afternoon
competitions continue to be popular and
are well supported. Alice Eley does a
great job in organising them and they are
always followed by a delicious tea where
everyone brings a surprise contribution.

The 2017 cups were won by the
following:

Briar Cup - Tony Buid / Ladies Cup - Beryl
Bayley / Teds Two’s - Mal Eley & Janet
Lewis / Reg Gardom Cup - Joyce Thomas
/ Cav Cup - Tony Buid / Davis Comp -
Gloria Friend & Graham Holt / Scott Cup
- Gloria Friend / Up & Coming - John Potts
/ Most improved - Janet Lewis.

We held our A.G.M on Jan 19t it was
well attended on cold wet night. Vera
Hammond is again our Chairperson,
Gillian Hillary secretary and Brian Slater
treasurer so we are in good hands for
the coming year.

Thanks to everyone else who helps out
with the various tasks, especially the
mower team & Syd Kennerley who does
a great job with the green maintenance.

We are seriously in need of new players
so if you fancy having a go then please
get in touch, come along and have a go.
We will try to arrange some dates at the
beginning of the season for potential
new members to get together.

My number is 01625 820231 or email:
sydkennerly@gmail.com. We hope to
have our annual Presentation night at
the social club in the near future and
members will be informed as soon as a
date is fixed. Wishing you all a good
season in 2018.
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rownies
By Katy Hatton

uides
By Katy Hatton

1st MSA Brownies

The Brownies have been thinking of
other children by raising money to buy
blankets for the children in Syria. They
did jobs to raise the money.

We are sending postcards to another
Brownie pack to celebrate Thinking Day
on 22nd February.

We are hoping to gain artist, musician
and brownie skills badges this term.

We meet on Tuesdays in the village
hall, 5-6.30 p.m.

Katy Hatton (Brown Owl)
Tel: 01625 590879

1st. MSA Guides.

Joanna, on of our guides has just
gained her Baden Powell award that
takes about three years of work to
gain. We are having a bowling party to
celebrate her achievement.

We continue to help in the community,
selling food at village music concerts,
raising money for the hospice, and
making baby quilts for the hospital.

We are working in patrols gaining
badges this term. Glamourama, sports
and global badges have been chosen
by the girls, involving activities such as
henna hand painting, making bath
bombs, trying food from around the
world, trying new sports. We meets on
Fridays, 6-7.30 in the village hall.

Katy Hatton (Owl)

Tel: 01625 590879
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Peter Pownall Wood Design
Oak Road, Mottram St. Andrew, Macclesfield, SK10 4RA

Telephone 01625 829450

www.peterpownall.co.uk



omen’s Institute
By Anne Wilson

We were entertained at our Christmas
Party by “The Robinsons” a duo
performing the music of Simon &
Garfunkel - a wonderful relaxing evening
taking us back to the nostalgia of the
“70s” - mulled wine & delicious buffet
were served to complete the evening.

Our
Christmas Child” over many years but
this year the total boxes sent was 388 -
A small shoebox can have a big impact
and be a part of changing childrens lives
all over the world - we are pleased to be
a part of this.

WI have supported “Operation

The Salvation Army appreciated all our
donations and they will use our food gifts
to support the community especially the
elderly.

Last year Rita Hiscott won the bursary to
Denman College in Oxfordshire and
together with her husband Geoff they
enjoyed a weekend away at the
beginning of December on a course
entitled “History and Heritage: Advent in
Festive Oxford”.

It included visiting Christchurch
Cathedral, Oxford University, Sheldonian
Theatre, Stonor Park House and deer
park and finally making their own advent
rings before returning home after a really
interesting and joyful course.

Community - News

Our speaker in January was Geoff
Williams on the “History & Making of
Walking Sticks”. He brought with him a
large display of walking sticks that he
had lovingly made over the years, all
shapes & sizes twisted & turned to
perfection with birds, horses and other
creatures moulded and engraved into
them. He collects the wood on walks with
his dog when travelling the country with
his caravan - an amazing hobby that has
turned into a life-long passion.

The Associated Country Women of the
World (ACWW) offers small grants to
women-led organisations in urban and
rural communities and the project for
2018 is the “San Tus Centre” in
Mongolia - The Cheshire Federation
have pledged £3,312 to fund this project
and we are collecting donations of
unwanted foreign coins and notes to
support this.

A group walk is organised for late
January weather permitting into Lyme
Park stopping for coffee followed by
lunch @ The Boars Head on our return.

The annual County quiz is to be held at
the village hall on 21st February & our
team of four are hoping to be on “good
form” that night - it is a fun evening!

Our Film Group meet monthly at MSA
Methodist Church - please see the
village notice board for upcoming dates
and times.

For more information contact Margaret
Graham 01625 617054 or Anne Wilson
01625 250473

the W

INSPIRING WOMEN
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" NEWTON LANDSCAPES g’

Professional garden & grounds maintenance

e

Professional Pruning & Hedge Cutting

Planting Work

Tel: 01625 422441

Gardens Tidied

Mowing & Lawncare

Mob: 07979 751804

www.newtonlandscapes.com

Life is but a dream..

thats been here before....
Nothing now is ever new
when it was | have no clue
as the days begin to pass

I sit in my Mottram Mouse house and
write my songs

of love of life of war and gloom

my memory grows short to the
childhood | once knew

Racing with time the sun ain’t so bright
the sky ain’t so blue

It felt so good to be young

run so freely with the wind..

to smile a smile of smiles

to laugh with love and life..

now I’'m running down that street called
time ....

| see a man no longer a boy

in thd windows of my mind..
looking back over ones life

| want to ask certain questions..
Why this ...why that

how come that couldn’t happen and
that did..

Respect for the common man is above
all things..

His love is something you can’t buy..

his smile is never given away without a
thought..

and his kindness and respect..

By Lord Tim Hudson
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WINDOW CLEANER
J. Fowler & Sons

Tel 01625 617903

Mob: 07803 612316

A local family business for over 100 years
FULLY INSURED

Window cleaning and Gutters cleaning

PARROTTS OF CHESHIRE
LTD

Accounts prepared and self-assessment
tax returns submitted for sole traders, partnerships

and limited companies.

HAROLD PARROTT B.Com ACIS
Contact on

T: 01625 618920 M: 07946 514911

E: parrottsofcheshire@tiscali.co.uk

www.parrottsofcheshire.com

FRASER WATSON
AGRICULTURAL
CONTRACTOR

HEDGE CUTTING

FELD TOPPING

HAY AND SILAGE BAILING
MANY OTHER SERVICES
PROVIDEDL

CONTACT 07720706924

Established 1984

Maintenance & landscape contractors

° i e Turfin
Garden Mainfenance  ponds, Waterfalls, Trees, - oo dii
SRl L =8 Shrubs and Hedging at o °

i 0 = vin
« Hedge Cutting Trade Prices . FO 9
e Design Service encing
* Planting

SPECIALISTS in water features and extensive lawncare programmes
FREE ADVICE AND WRITTEN QUOTATIONS

2T i |

'1_ Gary FIeic;her*NCG

%

F (0 ' J.. 1 v
(Horhculture & Turf Culiure)

' /\Tel No: ofszs 501264 /828718
s, Mobll ‘_No 07798 901730




ARTHUR BURNS & SON (CONTRACTORS)

A Family business in the Alderley Area for over 100 years

Suppliers of Newly Quarried Imported and Reclaimed Natural Stone Paving
Crazy Paving - Walling & Coping Stone - Granite Setts and Railway Sleepers

SELF-DRIVE MINI EXCAVATORS FOR HIRE

Also: Reclaimed Cheshire Bricks ¢ Road Cobbles « Stone Troughs and Sinks
Chimney Pots + Top Quality Topsoil * Sands « Gravel & Aggregates

Natural stone flags supplied to Borough of Macclesfield, can be viewed locally at the Christchurch development
and Town Hall, Macclesfield and more recently, Henshall Road and Palmerston Street, Bollington.

Tel: 01625 582338

www.arthurburns.com www.arthurburns.co.uk

Deliveries to local & Cheshire area - yard sale welcome
“Woodend”, Prestbury Road, Over Alderley, Nr Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 4SJ

84 Chestergate, Macclesfield, SK11 6DU

LAWNMOWER
SALES
SERVICE
REPAIRS
SHEARS REGROUND

Dealers for
Flymo, Hayter, Honda, Lawnflite, Qualcast and ATCO
STIHL Main Agent

Telephone: 01625 425330




(Goose Green Farm

Bed & BVW

Welcome to our Prize winning Pedigree Beef farm.
Set in beautiful countryside with panaramic views.

Just off the A538 between Wilmslow & Prestbury. fﬂ r m .
' Within easy reach of the M6, M56, M60 and #

Manchester Airport.
Own Course fishing Lakes.

Comfortable and homely with log fire in guest lounge.
Seperate dining room.

=*| Double, Twin and Single en-suite rooms.
TV, Central heating, free Wi-fi , Credit Cards Acepted
Tea and coffee making facilities. No smoking

Goose Green Farm, Oak Road, Mottram St. Andrew, Macclesfield, Cheshire. SK10 4RA

Dyllis Hatch Tel: 01625 828814 / Mobile: 07721024493
Email: Info@goosegreenfarm.com Web: www.goosegreenfarm.com

All aspects of tree work
¢ Fully insured

* Free quotations

* Emergency call out

* Free advice

All work to BS3998

Tree felling Stump removal
¢ Crownreduction * Wood chipping
e Section felling e Splitlogs

Crown thinning No job too big

Goose Green Farm
Oak Road
Mottram St. Andrew

Tel/Fax: 01625 828814 Macclesfield, Cheshire Mobile: 07721024493
SK10 4RA
www.goosegreenfarm.com
Info@goosegreenfarm.com




kimble roden
ARCHITECTS

Residential Design Experts

Creating Space for you to Enjoy...

Kimble Roden are a design focussed architects’ practice passion-
ate about bringing the highest levels of design to residential pro-
Jjects.

We will:-
Obtain planning permission and building regulation approval
using our wealth of experience
Explore all your design optionsbefore work starts on site.
Design every element of the work internally and externally
to ensure you achieve the quality finished home you dream
of.

Use our expertise to obtainfixed quotes from recommended

builders and then let us oversee their appointment.

Oversee your builders work and progress to ensure you
stay in control of costs and time.

Contact Emma or Edwina Tel: 01625 402442/ Mob: 07762 363952
Or visit our website: www. kimbleroden.co.uk
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NOTICES

Mottram St. Andrew
Annual Parish Council
Meeting

on Monday 23" April
in the Village Hall

commencing at 7 pm.

Mottram St Andrew
Village Hall

Our next Meeting
will be the AGM
to be held on
Monday 16tk April 18
at
7.00pm.

Mercury Magazine
We Need Your Input

We are currently looking for
villagers who would like to write an
editorial piece to be featured in
future issues of our much loved
Mercury magazine.

We are well aware that we need to
include advertising in each issue to
fund the production costs but also
need to balance advertising space
and articles of interest to us all.
If anyone is interested in joining
the Mercury team and writing a
piece for us then please contact

Claire Hatch Tel:01625 827042

SHREDDED PAPER

long not short please
for rescue Ferrets 25
hedding. < 3
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9% Brain Training
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Eﬁ@ Sudoku
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‘ Albert R Slack Ltd & JW Brocklehurst Ltd |
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Independent Family Businesses Since 1853
Working together to serve the communities of
Wilmslow, ﬂl[c[er[ey Edge, Trestbury .’Bo[[mgton & .’Macc[esﬁe[([

Albert R Slack Ltd 84 South Oak Lane, Wilmslow, SK9 6AT. 01625 525063
JW Brocklehurst Ltd 17 Macclesfield Road, Prestbury, SK10 4BW. 01625 829232
: www.cheshirefunerals.co.uk
NS
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Mereuiy

Our Wonderful Editorial Team

NAME FEATURE CONTACT
Bill Pilkington Parish Council Chairman Report 01625 599270
Ron Taylor Parish Council Clerk Report 01625 585039
lan Wright Methodist Chapel 01625 583704
Steve Hatton Village Hall Report 01625 590879
Mick Shaw Social Club 01625 584943
Katy Hatton Brownies & Guides 01625 590879
Chris Bowen Head teacher's Report - Primary Academy 01625 383000
Gwynneth Littleton Mottram St. Andrew Women's Institute 01625 528256
Joan Williams Wednesday Club 01625 590711
Claire Hatch Editor 01625 827042
Syd Blakeborough  Advertising 01625 532557
Julie Potts Distribution coordinator 01625 584615
Our Fantastic Delivery Team
Wilmslow Road - Janet Higson Oak Road - Mick Shaw/Alma Fletcher/
Wilmslow Road - Shelly Brown Don & Dyllis Hatch

Priest L - Bill Pilkingt Val Slat
Caste Hill - Shelly Brown riest Lane - Bill Pilkington / Val Slater

Greendale Lane - Carol Sherin Withenlee Road - Claire Hatch

haws Lane - Claire Hatch
Wilmslow Old Road - Bill Pilkington ~ 1'2ws Lane - Claire Hatc

Hunters Pool Lane - Janet Hi
Moss Lane - Bill Pilkington unters Pool Lane - Janet Higson

Wilmslow Road - Phyllis Kenner|
Rushton Fold - Bill Pilkington smsiow Stoad = FIylls Renneriey

L L - Michelle Blak h
Alderley Road - Ruth Holland ees Lane - Michelle Blakeboroug

The Crescent - Maureen Steele Mill Lane - Michelle Blakeborough

Woodford L - Lesley Rowboth
Smithy Lane - Val Slater oodford Lane - Lesley Rowbotham

Contact the Editor Claire Hatch

01625 827042 or qander@gooseqreenfarm.com
Copy deadline Issue 178 Apr/ May Mon 19th Mar 2018




BESPOKE -

- STAIRCASES

- KITCHENS

- WINDOWS & DOORS
- FITTED FURNITURE

E seecn 01260273068

WWW. ebeechjolnery Cco. uh:



Skip Hire
x: S ‘ | ‘?
Trade Waste
-
Scrap Cars

o W
Grah Hire

¥ === -

Decorative
Gravels

01525 425425‘*




