
Alfred Edward Pollard 1895 – 06.11.1918.

Alfred Edward Pollard was born in Boddington, Gloucestershire in 1895 the son of 
George Edward and Alice Pollard.

In 1901 the family were living in Colwich, Staffordshire.

In 1911 the family had moved to Poynton, Cheshire, where Alfred was recorded as a 
motor apprentice. He was living at home with his parents and his brother George 
Andrew and sisters Rose Ellen and Ethel.

His sister Ethel was born 09.11.1902 and his brother George was born 15.09.1904 and
they both attended Mottram St. Andrew school in Priest Lane when they were living 
in Smithy Lane.

He enlisted on the 8th September 1914 as a private in the Royal Army Service Corps, 
3rd Cavalry Mechanical Transport Company and went to France on the 6th October. At 
some stage he was promoted to Lance Corporal. 

The 3rd Cavalry Division was formed at Windmill Hill Camp at Ludgershall in early 
September 1914. The Company left for France on the 5th October from Southampton. 
There was some delay to the departure due to the threat of submarine activity in the 
English Channel and arrival at Ostend was on the 8th October 1914 where they 
proceeded to Bruges as part of 1V Corps under General Rawlinson. The division were
involved in the Battle of Ypres 28th September to 2nd October 1918, the Battle of 
Cambrai 8th October to 9th October 1918 and the pursuit to Selle 9th October to 12th 
October 1918 as part of the Battle of the Hindenberg Line.

He died on the 6th November 1918 aged 24 having contracted influenza and 
pneumonia whilst on active service at the Somme and is buried at the Rocquigny – 
Equancourt Road British Cemetery Manancourt. 

The cemetery is located 12km south east of Bapaume, midway between the villages of
Rocquigny and Equancourt, which are 8km apart in the department of the Somme. 
The cemetery contains 1838 burials and commemorations and also includes 198 
Germans and 10 French civilians.

At the time of his death his mother was living in Mottram St. Andrew where she was 
advised of his death and received the British War Medal and Victory Medal that were 
awarded to Alfred.
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George Powell 13.07.1873 – 10.08.1915

George Powell was born in Mottram St. Andrew at Moss Cottage 1872 and baptised 
at Prestbury on the 13th July 1873, the son of John and Jane Powell of the Common, 
Mottram St. Andrew.

In the 1881 census George was living in Mottram St. Andrew at the Common with his
parents and his brothers and sisters, Lettice, Joe, Sam, Mary and John.

In the 1891 census George was still living at the same address with his parents and 
brothers and sisters, Joe, Mary, John, Ralph, Harry, Isaac, Alick and Alice.

On 17.04.1897 George married Amy Cliffe, daughter of Edward Cliffe (farmer) at 
St.Peters Church, Prestbury. At the time of his marriage he was a foreman bricklayer.

The 1901 census shows him living at 16 Duke Street, Alderley Edge as a bricklayer 
with his wife and children Jane and George.

By 1901 George’s father had died and his mother was a widow living in Priest Lane, 
Mottram St.Andrew with his brothers and sisters Mary, John, Ralph, Harry, Alick and
Alice.

The 1911 census still shows him living at 16 Duke Street with his wife and children 
George, Jane, Edward and Mary Alice.

He served for 25 years with the 5th Cheshire Volunteers and was treasurer of the 
Wilmslow District of United Free Gardeners and The Yew Tree Lodge of Free 
Gardeners.

He enlisted into the army in Wilmslow.

George served as a Company Sergeant Major, army number 45, in A Company of the 
1st/7th Battalion Cheshire Regiment, which formed part of the 53rd Welsh Division. 
The Welsh Division was a formation of Territorial Units and were all mobilised on 
the 5th August 1914. They embarked between the 14th and 19th July 1915 sailing via 
Alexandria, which was reached between 25th and 30th July with the ships reaching 
Lemnos between 29th July and 7th August. On the 9th August units were landed at 
Suvla Bay, Gallipoli and George was killed in action on the 10th August aged 42. 

George has no known resting place but is commemorated on the Helles Memorial, 
Gallipoli, Turkey and also commemorated in Prestbury church yard.

He was awarded the 1914 Star, The British War Medal and the Victory medal that 
were sent to his widow living at 18 Duke Street, Alderley Edge. His will amounted to 
£211 14s 1d.

Below is an extract from a Manchester newspaper that was printed in the August 1995
Mercury from a man who saw active service in Gallipoli.
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“I am writing this within the sound of the guns. Soldiers are continually passing, some
coming in for their hard won rest, others preparing to go out to face the unknown. At 
the back of most men’s minds are the thoughts of England. I think of Alderley Edge 
and the steep rocks abutting from the side of the hill called Stormy Point. I picture the 
streets below, the trains steaming out of the station, carrying its burden of prosperous 
citizens to Manchester, and then think of one amongst many who will never return to 
take his accustomed place amongst the inhabitants. I go back in thought through the 
past few months: Bedford – the voyage landing – our introduction to the thing that we
have been preparing for, some months. The uneasy feeling of lost identity and the 
sensation of being the sport of fate, hasty glances at companions to see how they are 
bearing themselves and then the figure of the Sergeant Major, walking up and down 
the line, cheering us up and seeing that all the lessons we had been taught were being 
carried out. Then the advanced casualties; the night in the trenches waiting the attack, 
everybody utterly fagged, but still that figure passing up and down the line – not in the
trench – but on the parapet, heedless of the bullets. Nothing but the sense of duty 
carries him on because I know, like ourselves, he is tired, lacking food and water. 
Then the dawn; the order to attack; the rush and advance into the wood. The hellish 
fire poured into us from all sides of us. The waiting behind any cover we could get, 
then a further advance and a whisper: the Captain is shot. The Sergeant Major gets up 
and we advance again, there are only a few of us now and we look around for 
reinforcements. I am attending a wounded man, badly hit through the shoulder and 
when I put him safely under cover, I find that the Sergeant Major has been forward, 
he is hit. One of the men looks at him and crawls back to the trench. I am told he is 
dead. I do not believe it, but still gazing in fascination at the place, but see no 
movement. We are brought back to a trench, further back sadly fewer. I think of 
home. It is 7 o’clock, the paper shop is being opened, and the first train to Manchester
is signalled. Life is very peaceful and the war news is hastily read. The Russians are 
retreating, Germany still hangs on. The thoughts “Why don’t they do this?” must 
inevitably pass through men’s minds. I come back to the problem facing us, the hill in
front of us, the lives already lost, and wonder what makes a man give up home, wife, 
children and everything that makes life worth living. The one word “Duty” flashes 
across my brain – it rings like a clarion cry, it stiffens every weary muscle – it helps 
us to go forward – it softens the cruellest blow and and, if every village and town in 
England knows better to die, then fail. Still in the back of my mind lurks the suspicion
– do the people in the village think of us. Shall we if we fall be remembered or shall 
we fade away and be forgotten?”

John Powell 1881 – 02.05.1917

John was born in 1881 in Mottram St.Andrew the son of John and Jane Powell the 
brother of George who served as a Company Sergeant Major in the Cheshire 
Regiment.

The 1891 census shows John living at the Cottage, Mottram St.Andrew with his 
parents and brothers and sisters, George, Joe, Mary, Ralph, Henry, Isaac, Alick and 
Alice. His father’s occupation was general labourer.

The 1901 census shows John living with his parents in Priest Lane, Mottram 
St.Andrew with his brothers and sisters, Ralph, Harry, Alick and Alice.
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John served as a Gunner in the 92nd Battery, 17th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, army 
number 159347 in France and Flanders having enlisted in Birkenhead. He was drafted
to France with the British Expeditionary Force. 

He was killed in action on the 2nd May 1917 aged 37. He is buried in Feuchy Chapel 
British Cemetery, Wancourt and is also commemorated in Prestbury Church Yard. 
Feuchy Chapel cemetery is situated in the village of Wancourt in the department of 
the Pas de Calais. It lies in the valley of the Cojeul River nearly 2 km south of the 
main road from Arras to Cambrai.

His death occurred possibly during the Arras offensive that took place between the 9th 
April 1917 and 10th June 1917. In preparation for this offensive a series of tunnels 
were constructed to enable troops to gain access to the enemy front line without 
having to face the deadly machine gun fire in no man’s land. By the end of March 
1917 the tunnelling works were complete and on the eve of the battle there were 
24,000 men located in the tunnels. The total length of the tunnels amounted to 19km. 
On Monday the 9th April 1917 at 05.30 hours after an intensive bombardment that had
lasted for four days the assault on Vimy Ridge moved forward behind the creeping 
barrage towards the German lines. In the fighting around Arras the British suffered 
158,660 casualties whilst the Germans incurred between 130,000 and 160,000.

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British Medal.
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John Arthur Ryle 04.09.1898 – 17.10.1918

John was born in Kettleshulme and baptised in Prestbury on the 4th September 1898 
the son of Walter and Margaret Elizabeth Ryle.

In the 1901 census the family were living at Spittal House Farm, Prestbury where his 
father’s occupation is given as farmer.

In the 1911 census the family had moved to Green Bank Farm, Mottram St. Andrew.

John had one sister Edith Margaret and one brother Albert James.

John enlisted at Chester in the 4th battalion Cheshire Regiment, army number 79441 
and his death is recorded as at home and is buried in Prestbury Church Yard.

The 4th Battallion Cheshire Regiment was a territorial unit of the British Army based 
in Birkenhead with the Cheshire Brigade, Welsh Division when war broke out in 
August 1914. On the 13th May 1915 the Cheshire Brigade was renamed 159th Brigade,
the 53rd Welsh Division. On the 14th May 1915 they sailed from Devonport for 
Alexandria and made a landing at Suvla Bay Gallipoli on the 9th August 1915. They 
were involved in operations in the Suvla Bay area suffering heavy losses. By the time 
that they were evacuated to Mudros on the 11th December the Division stood at just 
162 officers and 2428 men, approximately 15% of those that had landed. In 1917 they
were in action again in Palestine and fought at the first and second battles of Gaza. On
the 31st May 1918 the 4th Cheshires left the Division and sailed for France joining 
102nd Brigade, 34th Division on the 1st July 1918. They returned to action at the Battles
of Soissons, Ourcq and the capture of Baigneux Bridge. They took part in the final 
advance in Flanders and at the armistice they were at rest to the east of Courtrai.

At the time of his death his parents were living in Bollin Grove, Prestbury.
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