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CORONAVIRUS has 
brought heartache to 
families across 
Macclesfield.

At the Macclesfield  
Express, we have pledged 
to honour the memory of 
victims who have died 
from our area in our 
Loved and Lost series.

John Edward Hardern 
was born and raised in 
Cranage in Crewe before 
moving to Macclesfield.

He was son to John 
and Doris, husband to 
Pam, dad to Tony and 
Claire and brother to 
Frank, Dave and Brian.

John worked in several 
different jobs, including 
in delivery and retail into 
his 80s.

He loved going on 
sunny holidays, golfing 
and watching most 
sports.

He was known as Ed or 
Eddie to his family and 
big John to his friends.

Daughter Claire said: 
“He was loving husband, 
dad, brother, brother-in-

law, uncle and friend to 
many, who will be sadly 
missed by all.

“You left us with so 
many happy memories 
and will remain in our 
hearts forever xx.”

John died aged 83 at 
Macclesfield Hospital on 
May 1, 2020 after testing 
positive for Covid.

If you want to pay 
tribute to a loved one, fill 
out the form https://
form.jotform.
com/201054543615043.  

Another loved 
and lost to Covid

IT’S next stop Tokyo for 
students at All Hallows 
Catholic College as they 
bid to cover the 
equivalent distance 
between Macclesfield and 
the Japanese capital.

The challenge was set 
by PE teacher Sophie 
Thomason who wants 
fellow staff members and 
students to clock up 5,878 
miles by running, walking 
and other forms of 
exercise.

It began in January and 
the distance looks set to 
be achieved before the 
Olympics begin in Tokyo 
in the summer.

As of this week a total of 
3,420 miles had been 
covered by 752 individual 

journeys – enough to get 
to Iran.

This week the top 
student contributor was 
Will Clayton, from year 
nine.

Sophie said: “This 
lockdown is very different 
to the first one,  due to the 
weather, the number of 
daylight hours and the 
number of live lessons 
being delivered.   
“So we are trying to get 
the whole college 
community to go outside 
in the fresh air and away 
from their screens.  

“By contributing to this 
challenge will hopefully 
support with the mental 
and physical well-being of 
our staff and students.”

School Olympians 
go the distance in 
Tokyo challenge

A FISHING club that 
was formed by five 
men in a pub just 

before lockdown has con-
tinued to reel in members 
throughout the pandemic.

Ron Taylor was among 
the group who set up Mot-
tram St Andrew’s Fly Fish-
ing Club in the village’s 
Bulls head pub back in 

January 2020.
At the time they were 

not to know that two 
months later people 
would be told to stay at 
home as Covid took hold.

But lockdown did not 
dampen people’s enthusi-
asm for the new club and 
by the time it was lifted 
membership was in dou-
ble figures.

And now members are 
waiting for the season to 
begin next month and 

restrictions to be lifted – as 
are people on the club’s 
waiting list to join.

Ron said: “The success 
of the club which has now 
reached capacity during 
the worst pandemic of a 
lifetime is truly inspiring.

“It just shows what can 
be achieved by determi-
nation and imagination if 
participants have a pas-
sion for a sport.”

Ron and fellow founder 
members including Nick 

Metcalfe also needed 
somewhere for the club to 
fish.

To this end they man-
aged to secure a three 
mile stretch of the River 
Bollin, which is the only 
river to flow through Mot-
tram, in Cheshire, and is 
said to contain plentiful 
trout. And also a spot on 
the River Dean has also be 
obtained.

Members work with the 
Wild Trout Trust to 

improve habitat for the 
fish.

Ron added: “When five 
blokes sat down together 
in the pub none of them 
could have foreseen, as 
the pints were placed on 
the table, the turmoil that 
all our lives were about to 
experience.

“But also the amazing 
progress that the new fly 
fishing club they were 
there to discuss, was going 
to make.”

New fishing club 
beats pandemic to 
make flying start
Alex scApeNs
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●● The Fly Fishing Club from Mottram St Andrew prior to social distancing rules

MORE than 1,000 people 
were unlawfully deprived 
of their liberty by 
Cheshire East Council, a 
new investigation has 
found.

The Local Government 
and Social Care 
Ombudsman found the 
council had ‘significant’ 
delays in processing 
Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards (DOLS).

DOLS are a legal tool 
used to ‘ensure people 
who cannot consent to 
their care arrangements 
in a care home/hospital 
are protected if those 
arrangements deprive 
them of their liberty’, 
according to the Social 
Care Institute for 
Excellence.

The investigation said: 
“Mr X complained about 
the council’s delay 
issuing a DOLS 
authorisation for his 
father and about issues 
relating to financial 
assessment. 

“There was no fault in 
the way the council 
handled issues about 
financial assessment. But 
the council was at fault 
for a significant delay in 
making a standard DoLS 
authorisation for Mr X’s 
father. Mr X’s father was 
not caused significant 
injustice by this. 

“The council is also at 
fault for failing to process 
DoLS applications for 
other people and there is 
potential injustice to 
them.”

According to 
communitycare.co.uk, 
investigators found the 

council’s ‘triaging’ of 
DOLS authorisations 
created a backlog of 1,032 
uncompleted ‘low or 
medium priority’ cases.

Councillor Laura 
Jeuda, cabinet member 
for adult social care and 
health, said: “We have 
agreed to remedy any 
injustice to those affected 
and to prevent similar 
problems in future. 

“We will produce an 
action plan for dealing 
with DOLS cases and that 
will reflect the changes in 
law and government 
guidance resulting from 
the Mental Capacity 
(Amendment) Act 2019.

“The action plan will 
include a mechanism for 
addressing cases where a 
request is not approved, 
and unlawful deprivation 
of liberty could have a 
potentially harmful 
impact on that person.

“The action plan will 
be submitted to the 
Ombudsman by 
February 18.”

Council denied 
1,000 of liberty

●● John Hardern

●● All Hallows staff and students have been clocking up the miles in an 
Olympic fitness challenge

●● Cllr Laura Jeuda


